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upon the Constitution, as though a Venetian oligarchy
of land-owners had never usurped the government of
England and he was carried in his chair through White-
hall to kneel, a loyal servant of the Crown, before his
royal mistress. The realities of official life in 1875 might
fall a trifle short; there was a dearth of ruffles ; he rarely
wore a sword ; and the House of Commons seemed to
play a rather larger part than was convenient in a
historical romance. But facts were rarely strong enough
to mar Disraelian romance. If he was capable of love-
letters addressed to sexagenarian countesses that Romeo
might have found slightly embarrassing, what difficulty
was there in transforming Queen Victoria into a cross
between Titania and Catherine the Great ? It satisfied
his taste for romance to woo his sovereign with circum-
stantial tenderness ; it was highly entertaining to pre-
tend that his head might leap from its shoulders at her
casual command ; besides, it was extremely gratifying
in cold reality to live on terms of intimacy with a Queen ;
and public business was undeniably facilitated by the
maintenance of easy relations with the Crown. There was
everything to recommend it; and Disraeli entered with
unequalled gusto on his game of royal make-believe.
Derby, a cautious colleague, was already writing to
enquire, " Is there not just a risk of encouraging her in
too large ideas of her personal power, and too great
indifference to what the public expects ? I only ask ;
it is for you to judge/' A shrewd Prime Minister judged
that the Queen was a valuable addition to the pieces
on the board. He knew, he felt quite certain that he knew
just how to move her ; and if other players were likely
to be less successful, was he to complain ?
This mood controlled his dealings with the Crown. A
happy cry informed a correspondent that he felt " for-
tunate in having a female Sovereign. I owe everything
to woman ; and if in the sunset of life I have still a
young heart, it is due to that influence/' Disraeli excelled